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Yik Yak's return sparks controversy

Users of Facebook and Twitter recount experiences with Yik Yak's racist and sexist history in light of the anonymous platform's return to the app store. 
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“A lot of people don’t think about how
someone else’s mental health is doing
when they post about that person, and
they don’t realize that one more
comment could push someone over the
edge.”

Yik Yak incites controversy within Augie
groups
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Augustana University in South Dakota reacts to students being slandered individually online. 

LM Luke McCourt

https://twitter.com/AugieObserver?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://twitter.com/AugieObserver?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://twitter.com/AugieObserver/status/1455962948116131846?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://t.co/iCGkd643AU?amp=1
https://twitter.com/AugieObserver/status/1455962948116131846/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://twitter.com/AugieObserver/status/1455962948116131846?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F&tweet_id=1455962948116131846
https://twitter.com/AugieObserver/status/1455962948116131846?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1455962948116131846%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sutori.com%2F&in_reply_to=1455962948116131846
https://www.sutori.com/en/luke-mccourt


12/5/21, 6:11 PM Yik Yak's return sparks controversy | Sutori

https://www.sutori.com/en/story/yik-yak-s-return-sparks-controversy--shMhjLTnSyrepreguLmLH4nr 3/12

A post about having sex in the Muslim student prayer room sparks major controversy about Yik Yak at Carleton College in 
Minnesota. 
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checking my school’s yik yak and listen…
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Today Nov. 3, a post about blowing up an all-gender restroom at an unknown college campus. 

Police Department in Grayson, Los Angeles warns local parents about Yik Yak and that they are not truly "anonymous" when 
they post. 
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A parent at an Abilene Texas high school voices concern over the intentions of Yik Yak and how teenagers will use the 
platform. 

Students at the University of Virginia down vote post about minority experiences on their college campus. 

A Pediatric hospital warns parents about the effects the anonymous app can have on young children. Parents are warned 
about bullying and harassment from other users. 
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Child Safety Officer Clay Cranford discusses how the same features of the app that appeal to students are the same features 
that make it extremely dangerous. 
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probably gonna delete @YikYakApp, it was
fun for Exactly Two Weeks and then the
racism, homophobia, & fatphobia are just
uhh too much! they get removed when
reported, but the problem is just seeing
that this is what your community
ACTUALLY thinks.
2:00 PM · Sep 21, 2021
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Controversy arises due to some students enjoying the app and sense of community but others realizing the issues of 
anonymous posting. 
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Yik Yak, Famous for Cyberbullying and
Racism, Makes Comeback No One Asked
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A Twitter news page slams the return of Yik Yak saying people do not want the app back. 

Greenville Police Department arrest an East Carolina University student for cyberstalking. The post incriminated a rival 
fraternity by posting an ad for a party on Yik Yak which stated "no blacks." 
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Students at the University of Alabama post vulgar racist comments about a local bar and other African American students. 

Chante' Howard
@SoVintage

Man the racism on yik yak when i was in
undergrad was SICK smfh they should
not have brought that app back
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A student who dealt with racism before the app was initially banned condemns the app and warns of its negative effects. 

Mia Stegner
@MiaStegner

My five-year plan is to gradually deliver
the curricula of all the sociology, gender
studies, and anti-racism classes I took in
college to my local community via Yik
Yak
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One student hopes to user her knowledge to educate other Yik Yak users in her community about topics of racism and gender 
studies. 
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Yik Yak, Famous for Cyberbullying and
Racism, Makes Comeback No One Asked
For
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A private investigative company discusses the implications of Yik Yak and the negative things one comes to learn about their 
community through posts. 
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An alumni student counters Bartstool Clemson's post by stating that Yik Yak on Clemson's campus saw a steady flow of racist 
posts with no consequences for users. 
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Another alumni student warns about the history of Yik Yak and how people mainly used the platform for hate and shaming. 

Ben Birnbach
@BenBirnbach

So apparently Yik Yak is back. The last I
remember it was when in high school the
entire school spent an hour on a nearby
field in the winter because someone
used Yik Yak to place a bomb threat.

10:55 AM · Sep 14, 2021
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A large issue on Yik Yak was the number of bomb threats being posted. Since most of the users are on specific campuses 
these posts can't be taken lightly even if they are false. 
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Bailey
@b_shea_butter

Replying to @replyall and@YikYakApp

@replyall@PhiaBennin@newsmanual I
was at UGA in 2014 when there was a
bomb threat spread through YikYak. In
case you’re looking for old
content/examples of use-cases. 

Police: UGA student
arrested for threat on …

ajc.com

4:26 PM · Aug 17, 2021
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Student recounts bomb threat event at the University og Georgia in 2014. 

Student from Texas A&M recalls moment when a student was traced through his online presence and arrested for a false bomb 
threat. Police have the ability to find anonymous users when they threaten individuals or communities. 
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